Engaged Learning Project

Title of Project: Veterans Day Program
Subject(s): Chorus 
Grade Level(s): 8
Abstract:
Students will take on the role of a choral director planning a Veterans Day concert to be performed by the high school chorus in their home town.  During this project students will research and share the history of various patriotic songs and choose songs suitable for a Veterans Day program.  Through collaboration with the high school performers, the students will analyze and select choral arrangements of these songs that are of appropriate voicing and difficulty.  Students will also learn to complete a purchase order request and order the music.  Ultimately, the students will create a concert program with historical and musical descriptions of the songs to be distributed to the audience at the concert.
Learner Description/Context:
Adairsville Middle School was relocated to a brand new building at the beginning of the 2013-2014 school year.  At that time, the school received all new technology and an upgraded network.  All of the students in the middle school have school-issued laptops with internet access.  The students do not generally bring their laptops to their connections classes, so arrangements would have to be made for the time frame of this project to allow students to bring their laptops to chorus.  

The students in the 8th grade chorus class are primarily white females between the ages of 12-14.  Most of the students in this class have been in my class together since the 6th grade.  This class has performed with and seen performances by the high school chorus.  They are familiar with the musical abilities of the high school chorus, listening to and evaluating music, and analyzing the voicing and difficulty of music by looking at a score.

Adairsville High School has one of the top ten JROTC programs in the country and the community of Adairsville is home to many Veterans and active-military families.  Many students in this class and in the high school chorus have a connection to the military.

Time Frame:  
This project will be completed during the first five weeks of school in order to give the high school students time to prepare the music that is selected in time for Veterans Day.  Students will be given about 20 minutes of class time each day and will be encouraged to work on the project outside of class as needed. 

Standards Assessed:
Intermediate Chorus Standards Grades 6-8

MMSIC.3b – Identify and describe basic music vocabulary and symbols representing tempo, meter, dynamics, and other expressive elements

MMSIC.6a – Analyze and describe a musical score in terms of melodic intervals, rhythmic structure, musical form, and phrasing

MMSIC.6b – Listen to and analyze a musical recording or video in terms of form, voicing, and dynamic contrasts

MMSIC.6c – Utilize writing skills to describe the elements of music and the emotions and thoughts that music communicates

MMSIC.7a – Listen to and evaluate group musical performances with attention to vocal technique, accuracy of pitch and rhythm, diction, dynamics, and phrasing through discussion and writing

MMSIC.9a – Identify and describe historical and cultural characteristics of a varied repertoire of music including world music

MMSIC.9c – Identify and describe historical period, composer, culture, and style of music presented in class

MMSIC.9e – Discuss the relationship between music, world events, history, and culture

ISTE Standards Students
1a. Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes
2a. Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media
2d. Contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems
3b. Locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media
3c. Evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks
4c. Collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions
5b. Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity
Learner Objectives: Students will be able to analyze, describe, and evaluate choral music in order to choose appropriate arrangements for a performance group.  Students will be able to identify and describe music in relation to history and culture.
The “hook” or Introduction:

The project will be introduced as an opportunity for the middle school students to help the high school students find the right music for their concert.  In this small community, the middle and high school choruses often perform in the same concerts and rehearse with one another as the audience.  The middle school students love to give advice to the high school students on both their singing and stage presence.  They will be excited to be the ones to choose the music and arrange the order of the program for the high school group and, of course, to see the final product on Veterans Day.  Since the high school students will already be preparing The Star-Spangled Banner as part of the concert, the teacher will use it as an example.
Process:

Day 1: Students will work in small groups (4-5 students) to make a list of patriotic songs (in Microsoft Word).  Each group will copy and paste their list to the class wiki at the end of the allotted time. (Teacher will remove duplicate songs from the list before the next class.)

Day 2: Teacher will introduce the project to the students.  As a class, students and teacher will discuss the meaning of Veterans Day and remove any songs from the wiki page list that have no relationship to Veterans Day.  Students will work in their small groups to identify the songs they believe have a strong connection to Veterans Day.  Groups will take turns to briefly explain their choices and the teacher will update the wiki with their choices, giving each group a list of three songs to research.
Days 3-5: Students will work in their small groups to research the history and importance of their three songs.  They will also use YouTube to listen to recordings of their songs.  Based on their research, each group will decide which of their three songs is most appropriate for the Veterans Day program.

Days 6-9: Teacher will present a sample proposal for including The Star-Spangled Banner in the program.  Students will create a proposal for including their song in the program using a template (Microsoft Word).  Students will post their Word file and embed a representative YouTube video of their song in Edmodo. (Proposals assessed by a checklist or rubric.)
Days 10-11: Students will view and comment on each other’s proposals in Edmodo.  (Comments assessed by a checklist or rubric.)

Day 12: As a class, students will discuss the musical abilities of this year’s high school chorus, including the voice parts in which they can sing.

Days 13-16: Using the J.W. Pepper web site, students will work in their small groups to find choral arrangements of their song with appropriate voicing and difficulty level.  Students may choose up to three arrangements for consideration.  Each group will post links to their choices in Edmodo.  At this point the high school chorus students will be invited to join the Edmodo group.

Days 17-18: Both the middle and high school students will look at and listen to the arrangements posted by each group.  Students will leave comments where they choose and defend the arrangement they believe will be best for this concert and these performers. (Comments assessed by a checklist or rubric.)
Day 19: Both the middle and high school students will read through each other’s comments.  Students will vote for one arrangement of each song through the poll feature in Edmodo.

Day 20: The middle school students will complete a purchase order request form for the arrangements that were selected that includes the item numbers, quantities, prices per item, prices per arrangement, total price of the music, shipping and handling charges, and the total cost.  (Teacher will check their math and turn in one copy of the form to the bookkeeper.)

Day 21: Students will discuss good programming and as a class will decide on the concert order of the songs they have selected.  A student will post this concert order in Edmodo for comments from the high school students.
Days 22-24: Students will work in their small groups to create a program for the concert (students’ choice of software).  The program will include the historical information on each piece as well as the Star-Spangled Banner, which the high school students have already been preparing.  Each group will post their final program to Edmodo, where the middle and high school students may comment.
Day 25: Students will make any necessary corrections to the program and post their final copy to Edmodo. (Program assessed by a rubric.  The teacher will decide on the version of the program to be used at the concert based on the assessment.)
After the project:  Follow up lessons to this project will include designing a flyer to promote the concert and final reflections on the program after seeing/hearing it performed by the high school chorus.
Product:

Students will produce a program of music to be sung by the Adairsville High School Chorus for Veterans Day.  As they work to reach this final product, students will also create a presentation based on a patriotic song that they would like to be considered for the concert.  Students will use technology for research, to present their research, and to create the final program for the concert.  Formative assessments will be used throughout the process.  The final product will be assessed by a rubric and later by a self-reflection by the students after seeing their program performed. 
Technology Use:  

Technology will be used in various ways throughout this project.  Students will need their school-issued laptops with internet connectivity to post to the class wiki, research their songs, find videos, post their findings to Edmodo, and search the J.W. Pepper online catalogue.  They will also need Microsoft Word to complete their proposal and purchase order request and a productivity tool of their choice to create their program.  Edmodo will also be used to collaborate with the high school students throughout the process.
References and Supporting Material:
The teacher will need to request that the chorus students be allowed to bring their laptops to class.

The teacher will need to create several checklists and/or rubrics for this project.  The students create several products throughout, including their proposal for including their song in the program, their purchase order request, and their final program.  The students also comment on each other’s work throughout the process and those comments will need to meet certain criteria in order to be productive.
The teacher will need to create a sample proposal for including The Star-Spangled Banner in the program.
The teacher will need to provide students with a template for their proposal.

The teacher will need to provide students with a template of the school’s Purchase Order Request Form.
Students will need to visit www.youtube.com to find recordings/videos of their songs.

Students will need to visit www.jwpepper.com to access the J.W. Pepper catalogue to search for choral arrangements and ordering information.
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