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Abstract
Introduction

Orientation to Topic
Today’s students use technology as part of their everyday lives.  Mobile technology allows them constant access to the internet as well as instantaneous communication options.  While many use this technology strictly for social purposes, some students and their teachers are starting to see the value in using mobile technology in the classroom.  Due to the distracting nature of text messaging and social media apps, however, many schools have banned mobile devices from their campuses.
The freshman class along with all of the students from our feeder middle school received school-issued laptops this year.  While many teachers embrace the idea of this technology, some find the laptops just as distracting to student learning as cell phones.  Through this study I hope to discover whether or not high school students are ready to use mobile technology such as cell phones and laptops productively in the classroom.

Purpose Statement
The purpose of this study is to examine whether high school students are ready to use mobile devices for learning.  The first goal of the study will be to establish how high school students are currently using their mobile devices.  The second goal will be to investigate the students’ perceptions as to whether mobile technology is helpful or distracting during school.  The third goal will be to explore the attitudes of students regarding appropriate times to be on their devices.
Research Questions
How are high school students currently using their mobile devices?

Do high school students believe that mobile devices can be used for learning?

What are the perceptions of high school students regarding appropriate and inappropriate times to be on their mobile devices?

Importance of the Study

As the school system invests in more technology for the high school it will be important to know what the students are using it for and whether they are using it for the intended purpose of enhanced student learning.  If the students view the school laptops as just a way to socialize with friends and listen to music, then the school will need to make adjustments to its policies regarding laptop use. 
This study will also serve to fill a gap in the current literature.  While you will find studies claiming to be about high school students’ use of mobile technology, most are actually surveys of college students’ perspectives of their former high schools.  This study will be done directly with high school students in order to get a current perspective.

Definition of Terms

Mobile technology/Mobile devices - devices such as cell phones, smart phones, laptops, tablets, iPods, iPads, eReaders (Kindle, Nook, etc.) and other devices that are typically lightweight, portable and connect to the internet.
Literature Review

Today’s students carry the world in their pockets.  With advancements in smart phone technology, students are able to access information from anywhere at any time.  Although many schools are still convinced that cell phones and other mobile devices are a distraction, other schools are experimenting and trying to use these devices to their advantage.  Can students, who are accustomed to using their mobile phones for socializing, make the transition to using them as a learning tool during the school day?  The research findings suggest that it may be possible.
Cell phones have become a part of everyday life.  So much so that according to Kinnunen, Suopajarvi, and Ylipulli (2011) it has become an extension of the body.  We wear our cell phones as accessories and personalize them to show the world who we are (Srivastava 2005).  In many educational settings, however, the use of cell phones and other mobile devices is strictly forbidden.

As the use of cell phones, iPods and e-readers with networking capabilities, tablets, and laptops have become more prevalent, so have the rules restricting them in schools.  In many schools cell phones are banned completely.  Some schools allow students to bring their cell phones to communicate with parents before and after school, but the phones are to be turned off and kept in lockers during the school day.  In others the use of mobile devices is allowed, but the schools’ networks restrict users from visiting specific sites such as Facebook and Twitter which are considered to be distracting to students.
Many teachers and administrators consider mobile devices as a distraction.  A study by Jackson (2013) revealed that many students also feel this way.  Seventy-six percent of the college students surveyed admitted that mobile phones were “mostly a distraction”.  In addition they described mobile phones as a distraction to themselves, a distraction to others, and disrespectful to the teacher.  Furthermore, many admitted to using their devices for personal business and socializing instead of academics.
Student awareness of when it is appropriate to use mobile devices may be a step in the right direction, though.  Srivastava noted that a 2003 survey by Nokia found that 89% of mobile users believed that people need to adopt better “mobile etiquette”.  More recent studies show that our etiquette while using mobile devices may be improving.  Charles (2012) found that the three high school students she interviewed and observed had their own self-imposed boundaries of when it was disrespectful to be on their phones.  The students were also aware of times that their phones would be distracting to their learning and concentration in class.  Engel and Green (2011), in their pilot use of cell phones in a pre-calculus class, allowed the students to determine the rules of how and when their phones should be used.  The students also created their own set of consequences for breaking those rules.
Now that students are beginning to understand the difference of when to socialize and when to use their mobile device as a tool, educators need to find ways to actively engage students in learning through the use of these devices.  Franklin (2011) points out that educators must use mobile content to enable learners and extend learning beyond the walls of the classroom in order for that content to be effective.  Using the devices simply 
for listening or reading is no more effective than lecturing or having the students read from textbooks.  If educators are going to use these devices in their classrooms, both the teacher and his or her students must be clear as to the purpose of using them.
Educators must also set clear rules and expectations regarding the use of mobile devices.  This can be done with the help of the students, as Engel and Green demonstrated, or by the teacher.  The college students in Jackson’s study expressed that they would like their professors to clearly state and enforce their policies.  They embraced the idea of being able to use their devices for academics with restrictions on socializing and even recommended penalties such as reduced participation grades for using them inappropriately.
Methodology Design

Overview of Research Design


Data will be collected from participants by means of a questionnaire in the mid-fall of 2014.  After obtaining the proper permissions from the Bartow County Schools and Adairsville High School a letter will be sent home to the parents of all freshman to obtain parental permission for their child’s participation in the study.  Questionnaires will be distributed to those students participating in the study during their ninth grade literature class.  The questionnaires will be distributed and collected by teachers with no connection to the study.
Participants

Participants in this study will be freshman at Adairsville High School in Bartow County, Georgia.  Students will range in age from approximately 13-16 years old.  These students will have had access to school-issued laptops as eighth graders and will currently have access as freshman.  As all freshman take this course, the questionnaire will be administered during ninth grade literature classes to ensure a heterogeneous sample.  It is unknown at this time the exact distribution of ages and gender.
Data Sources/Instrumentation/Procedures


Students will be asked to participate by taking an anonymous questionnaire.  Participation will be voluntary and in no way be tied to their grades.  The fifty (50) question survey will be administered and collected by the ninth grade literature teachers who have no connection to the study.  I hope to have between one hundred and two hundred participants.

The questionnaire (attached as Appendix A) contains demographic information that will be used to describe the sample and questions about current technology use, interest in using mobile technology for learning, perceptions of whether mobile technology is helpful or distracting, and perceptions of when it is appropriate to be on their mobile devices.  A variety of question types will be used, including short answer, Likert scale items, and true/false statements.
Reliability/Validity or Credibility

To be completed at a later time.

Proposed Analysis

This research will be conducted as a quantitative study.  Answers to each question will be scored to give them a numerical value, for example for the Likert-scale questions strongly agree would equal five, agree would equal four, etc.  To answer the major research questions summed scores will be used to gain perspective into each student over several questions on the same topic.  Descriptive statistics will be used to analyze the data.
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Appendices

Appendix A - Questionnaire

1. Gender:

___ Male

___ Female

2. Current Grade Level

___ Freshman

___ Sophomore

___ Junior

___ Senior

3. Age:

___ 13-14

___ 15-16

___ 17-18

4. I currently have a cell phone.

___ Yes

___ No (skip to question 7)

5. I currently use my cell phone for: (check all that apply)

___ Phone calls

___ Texting

___ Emails

___ Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.)

___ Internet access

___ Photos
___ Videos
___ Listening to music

___ Clock

___ Calendar/Planner

___ Calculator

___ School work

___ Games

6.  I use my cell phone mostly for ____________ purposes.

___ Personal

___ Academic

___ Emergency

Please rate each statement below by circling the appropriate option.

	
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	7.
	I think that students should be able to use their cell phones during school.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8.
	I think that most students know when it is appropriate or inappropriate to be on their phones.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	9.
	I think cell phones could be used as a learning tool.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10.
	I think that it is acceptable to use cell phones for non-academic reasons (texting, email, social media, etc,) during class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11.
	I think that teachers should let students use their cell phones to complete educational activities during class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12.
	I think that texting should be allowed during class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13.
	I think that cell phones could be a distraction in the classroom.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	14.
	I think that cell phone use should be allowed in every class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	15.
	I think that cell phones should only have to be put away during tests.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


16. Overall I think cell phones in the classroom are ________.

___ Mostly helpful

___ Mostly distracting

___ Neither helpful nor distracting

17. I have used a laptop during school.

___ Yes

___ No (skip to question 20)

18.  I have used the laptop for: (check all that apply)

___ School assignments

___ Calendar/Planner

___ Calculator

___ Internet access

___ Email

___ Social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc.)

___ Listening to music

___ Watching videos

___ Creating videos

___ Photos

___ Games
19. I used the laptop mostly for ____________ purposes.

___ Personal

___ Academic

Please rate each statement below by circling the appropriate option.

	
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	20.
	I think that students should be able to use their laptops in every class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	21.
	I think that students use their laptops appropriately during class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	22.
	I think that laptops are a useful tool in completing assignments during class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	23.
	I think that laptops can be a distraction during class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	24.
	I think that every student should have access to a laptop.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	25.
	I think that it is acceptable to visit non-academic (Facebook, personal email, etc.) web sites during class.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	26.
	I think laptops can be used as a learning tool.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	27.
	I think that schools should block certain sites that could be distracting on school computers.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	28.
	I think that using laptops makes it easier to learn.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


29. Overall I think laptops in the classroom are ________.

___ Mostly helpful

___ Mostly distracting

___ Neither helpful nor distracting

Cell Phone and Laptop Use
Please circle either T (true) or F (false) in response to the following statements.

	30.
	I have been distracted by another student’s cell phone during class.
	T
	F

	31.
	I have been distracted by my own cell phone during class.
	T
	F

	32.
	I have been distracted by another student’s laptop during class.
	T
	F

	33.
	I have been distracted by my own laptop during class.
	T
	F

	34.
	I sometimes use my cell phone for non-academic purposes during class.
	T
	F

	35.
	I sometimes use my laptop for non-academic purposes during class.
	T
	F

	36.
	There are times when it is not appropriate for me to be on my cell phone during class.
	T
	F

	37.
	There are times when it is not appropriate for me to be on my laptop during class.
	T
	F

	38.
	There are certain classes where cell phones should not be used.
	T
	F

	39.
	There are certain classes where laptops should not be used.
	T
	F

	40.
	Teachers should have clear policies about the use of cell phones in class.
	T
	F


41.  Do you follow the school’s news either on Facebook or Twitter?
Yes
No

42.  Do you receive text messages or emails from the school or any of your teachers through Remind(101)?  

Yes  

No
43.  Do you find it helpful to be able to access school news from your mobile device? 
Yes
No
44.  Do you use Edmodo in any of your classes?
Yes
No

45. Do you take tests or turn in assignments using BlackBoard in any of your classes?


Yes
No
46. Do you find it helpful to be able to access your school work from your mobile device? 
Yes
No

